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Annual Meeting and Potluck  

Sunday, February 1 at 10:45 am 

 

Grief Support 

Wednesday, February 4 at 6 pm 

 

Preschool Registration Begins 

SPLC Families and Current Students 

Tuesday, February 10 at 8 am 
 

Community Families Open House  

February 17 at 5:30-6:30 pm  

 

Ash Wednesday 

Wednesday, February 18 at 7 pm 

 

Lenten Midweek Service 

Wednesday, February 25 at 7 pm 

 

 

Lenten 

Season 

Begins 
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Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the 

wilderness to be tested by the devil.  He fasted 

forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was 

famished.   

Matthew 4:1-2 
 

Here we find our Lord, Jesus in 
the wilderness being tempted by 
the devil. After His baptism by 
John the Baptist, Jesus was led 
by the Spirit into the wilderness 
to fast for forty days and forty 
nights. The scene is desolate 
and rugged, with rocky terrain 
and sparse vegetation 
surrounding them. The sun 

beats down relentlessly, adding to the harshness of 
the environment.  
 
As Jesus fasts and prays, Satan approaches Him, 
seeking to tempt Him. The devil challenges Jesus to 
prove His divinity by turning stones into bread, to test 
God’s protection by throwing Himself off a high point, 
and to worship him in exchange for all the kingdoms 
of the world. Jesus, however, resists each temptation 
by quoting scripture and reaffirming His commitment 
to God. 
 
This intense encounter in the wilderness serves as a 
pivotal moment in Jesus’ ministry, showcasing 
Christ’s unwavering faith and resolve in the face of 
temptation. The struggle between good and evil is 
palpable in this barren landscape, as Jesus 
demonstrates His obedience to God’s will and His 
victory over the temptations of the devil. 
 
This verse recounts a crucial moment in the life of 
Jesus, where he shows incredible strength and 
resilience by fasting for 40 days and nights, despite 
facing intense temptation from the devil. Through this 
act, Jesus demonstrates his commitment to his faith 
and his ability to overcome worldly temptations. But 
what does this mean for us? 
 
It serves as a powerful example of the importance of 
spiritual discipline and resisting temptation, even in 
the face of adversity. Jesus’s example reminds us of 
the strength that comes from faith and the ability to 
overcome challenges through perseverance. It also 
highlights the idea that temptations are a part of life, 
but it is up to us to resist them and stay true to our 
beliefs. 
 

So, as we reflect on this verse, let us be inspired by 
Jesus’s unwavering faith and determination, and 
strive to emulate his strength in overcoming our own 
temptations and challenges. We can navigate through 
the trials that come our way and emerge stronger on 
the other side with faith and perseverance. 
 
The season of Lent begins on February 18 with our 
Ash Wednesday service at 7 pm. This Lenten season 
we will be using the theme “Forty for Life”. The number 
forty is a noteworthy number in the Scriptures. Forty 
will be a journeying number, a passage number, from 
death to life. That’s why the 
church chose forty days for 
this Lenten season, this 
season of the death of 
Jesus to the life of Easter. 
This Lenten season we will 
reflect upon five different 
times in Scripture where 
the number forty is 
significant.  
 
We will again be using Holden Evening Prayer at 
these services. Plan on making mid-week worship a 
part of your Lenten discipline. We will see you there! 
 

Your Servant in Christ,  

Pastor Geier 
 

 

– Among Our Own – 
 

Congratulations… 
Congratulations to all those celebrating their wedding 
anniversary in February. Listed below are couples 
reaching a special anniversary i.e. 1st, 5th, 10th, 
15th, etc., 50+… 

 
Denny and Tricia Kohn on their 52nd wedding 
anniversary on February 2 
Tony and Carole Sieben on their 57th wedding 
anniversary on February 8 
 

Sympathies… 
Katy Lindberg and family as they mourn the death 
of her uncle Doug Herbolsheimer 
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Preschool Chatter 
Preschoolers and their teachers are happy to be 
adjusting to the new year and getting back to routines. 
Our themes for the month were New Year’s/Epiphany, 
snow, Biscuit books, and transportation. Some 
spotlight activities for the month were throwing indoor 
snowballs, playing with shaving cream, acting out 
different types of transportation and singing lots of 
songs. We also were able to enjoy some fun winter 
stories with Miss Megan - the public librarian. From 
the mouth of a four-year-old: “her stories were 
hilarious”! 
 
Just a reminder that registration for the 2026-27 
school year will begin for current preschool families as 
well as church members on February 10 at 8:00 am.  
Forms will be available on the welcome center and on 
our website starting Sunday, February 8. If you know 
someone who is not a member, but would like to join 
our preschool family next fall, please invite them to 
start dropping off registrations on the evening of 
February 17 between 5:30-6:30 pm or any time after 
that day. Word of mouth really is our best 
advertisement, so please share our program as much 
as possible.  Families are always welcome to call or 
email us to set up private tours. Our phone number is 
651-437-6541 and our email is 
preschool@splchastings.org. Our 2026-27 preschool 
sessions will run from 9 am-noon with the option of 
attending two days (Tue/Thurs), three days 
(Mon/Wed/Fri), or all five days (MTWTF) each week. 
Feel free to follow us on Facebook at St Philip’s 
Preschool for more information as the registration 
time gets closer! 
  

Becky Kaphing and Lorelei Rein  
Preschool Co-Directors  
 

 

Sunday Scripture Readings 
 
February 1  Micah 6:1-8 
   1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
   Matthew 5:1-12 
 

February 8  Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12] 
   1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16] 
   Matthew 5:13-20 
 

February 15  Exodus 24:12-18 
   2 Peter 1:16-21 
   Matthew 17:1-9 
 

February 22  Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
   Romans 5:12-19 
   Matthew 4:1-11 

 
 

Grief Support 
 
St. Philips will be continuing grief support meetings 
into the new year. If you are experiencing grief, please 
feel free to join us, even if you just want to check to 
see if it is a fit for you. This supportive, caring group of 
people is facilitated by Camille Johnson-Oster in the 
conference room at 6 pm on Wednesday night on 
February 4, April 1, September 2 and December 2. 
 

 

Ash Wednesday Volunteers Needed 
 
The Worship and Music Committee is seeking 
worship leaders for Ash Wednesday on February 18 
at 7:00 pm.  Volunteers are needed to serve as 
Greeters, Ushers, Lector, Communion Wine servers, 
and Communion Bread servers.  Please sign up on 
the kiosk or contact Lori Best 
(email: loribest1@gmail.com  or cell: 763-807-3667). 

 

 

Art Fun at St. Philip’s 
 
Are you looking forward to Spring?  We are!  We are 
exploring a fun art idea for adults in March or April.  
Using stained glass mosaic, we will create an art piece 
for your home. Possible sun catcher or wall plaque 
designs may be a 10” cross, sunflower, or dragonfly. 
We will need at least ten participants to conduct the 
course. The two-hour class will also include 
refreshments—of course, we are Lutheran!  Watch for 
upcoming details for date, time and fee.   

 
 

GIVING AND EXPENSE 

2025 2024 

December 2025 YTD General & Misc Giving 

$494,147.25 $733,709.44 

December 2025 YTD Capital Fund 

$227,638.08 $184,766.33 

December 2025 YTD Expenses 

$639,650.02 $654,716.16 

Net 

  $82,135.31 $263,759.61 

December 2025 YTD Mortgage Principal Rqrd. 

  $101,022.07  $94,576.15 

mailto:loribest1@gmail.com
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2026 Midweek  
Lenten Worship Schedule 

 
February 18  Ash Wednesday 
 

February 25 
   “40 for Life - Noah: Cleansed for Life” 
 

March 4 
   “40 for Life - Moses: God’s Presence for Life” 
 

March 11 
   “40 for Life - Israel: God’s Discipline for Life” 
 

March 18  
   “40 for Life - Jonah: Repentance for Life” 
 

March 25  
   “40 for Life - Elijah: Food for Life” 
 

April 2 Maundy Thursday 
 

April 3 Good Friday 
 

April 5 EASTER Worship! 
 8:30 am Traditional 
 10:30 am Contemporary 

 
 

Altar Flowers 
 
In the past Cub Foods has been our flower 
arrangement source but they no longer have a florist 
on staff. If you would like to provide flowers for the 
altar on a Sunday, you can provide your own 
arrangement and bring it to church on Fridays (before 
2 pm) or before church on Sunday. If you need a vase 
stop at the church and pick one up. Please let the 
office know if you will be providing flowers for worship 
so we can acknowledge that in the bulletin.  

 
 

Preschool Registration Begins 
 

February 8 for SPLC Members and Current Students 
February 17, 5:30-6:30 pm or any time after for the 
community  

Adult Forums for February 
 

The Adult Spiritual Growth team strongly encourages 
all congregation members to attend the annual 
meeting on February 1. There will be no adult forum 
following worship service that day.  
 
For the rest of February, we will offer a series of 
forums on the church’s work in Tanzania. On 
February 8, Jennie Thomas or guest will provide an 
overview of the St. Paul Synod’s mission in Tanzania 
and our sister diocese in Iringa. On February 15, we 
will take a break when Krista Lind, deacon and 
assistant to Bishop Lull, will speak generally on her 
work in the church. 
 

Jim Dontje and Laura Lindell have done community 
development work in agriculture, water supply and 
education in Burkina Faso, (in West Africa); Papua, 
Indonesia; and Rwanda (in Central Africa).  In the US, 
Jim worked on environmental sustainability and 
education at Berea College in Kentucky and Gustavus 
Adolphus College in St. Peter, Minnesota, while Laura 
taught English language learners in the St. Paul and 
LeSueur-Henderson school districts. Since 
retirement, they have been living in Tanga, Tanzania, 
where Laura spent the early years of her life.  They 
will share some about life in Tanga and their 
perspective on Tanzania's strengths and 
challenges.  Jim will also talk about his volunteer work 
with an agricultural NGO on solar food drying and 
micro-irrigation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our series on Tanzania will continue into March when 
Kirsten Levorson, director of Bega Kwa Bega, joins us 
March 1. Other speakers are planned for additional 
forums in March. Stay tuned! 
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Annual Meeting 

 
FEBRUARY 1, 2026 at 10:45 am 

ANNUAL MEETING WILL AGAIN BE BOTH  
IN-PERSON and VIA ZOOM. 

 

On Sunday, February 1 at 10:45 am, St. Philip’s 
Lutheran Church will conduct our congregation’s 
annual meeting. At this meeting we will accept reports 
from our staff ministry team and lay ministry team 
leaders, vote on lay leadership for the coming year 
and approve a budget. We will also be voting on how 
to distribute our tithe of miscellaneous income 
between various local and broader ministries.  
 

There will again be an option to participate via Zoom. 
This was made possible by a council action in 2021 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic and then a later 
change to our constitution. There will also be 
opportunities to discuss the budget on the Sunday 
prior to the annual meeting through Zoom meetings 
as well. 
 

We will still need a quorum to complete these 
important matters and we anticipate that everything 
should take less than an hour, so please plan on 
participating. Like in previous years we will keep 
record of all those participating.  
 

Click the Annual Meeting Zoom Link on our church 
website (www.splchastings.org) or type in the link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85849404447.  
 

Annual Meeting Childcare - To ensure we have 
enough supervision and activities to appropriately 
match children’s ages please RSVP to Becky Kaphing 
by January 28. 
 

 

Annual Meeting Potluck 
 

St. Philip’s annual business meeting will be held on 
Sunday, February 1 at 10:45 with a potluck lunch to 
follow. Beverages and dinnerware will be provided. 
 

To have a variety of dishes, those planning to share 
in the potluck lunch are asked to bring something 
according to the following guidelines. (But if you have 
a favorite dish, you’re welcome to bring that). Foods 
may be dropped off at the kitchen before or after the 
service. Questions about the Potluck can be 
addressed to Camille Nelson, Fellowship Ministry 
Chair. 
 

Last names beginning with… 
 

A-L Main Dish   J-R Dessert   S-Z Salad 

Time to Vote at Our Annual Meeting! 
 

Each year we are blessed with the opportunity to vote 
on how to invest our tithe of miscellaneous offerings 
and garage sale proceeds in local and non-local 
ministries.  
 

Ministries in Hastings/Dakota County: 
(    ) Feed My Starving Children – Eagan 
https://www.fmsc.org/ 
Feed My Starving Children — Eagan is one of eight 
permanent packing sites where volunteers are 
mobilized to pack nutritious MannaPack® meals that 
are distributed by FMSC partners around the world. 
St. Philip’s groups volunteer at least twice a year at 
the Eagan facility packing nutritious meals for hungry 
children. 

 

(    ) DARTS – Healthy Aging Solutions 
https://dartsconnects.org/transportation/ 
 

DARTS is a community-based nonprofit serving 
caregivers, older adults (ages 55+) and their families 
in the southeast metro. DARTS services include 
things like:  

 light housework 
 outdoor chores 
 home repairs 
 caregiving resources 
 resource connection 
 volunteer opportunities 
 and transportation 

 

DARTS works to be a community partner across 
generations while living out our mission of creating 
connections that enrich aging. 

 

(    ) Hastings Family Service:  
https://hastingsfamilyservice.org/ 
 

Hastings Family Service provides nutritious foods for 
individuals and families through the Market food shelf 
programs, Meals on Wheels, and supportive services 
for residents of Independent School District 200. 

 

(    ) Rise Up Recovery: 
https://www.riseuprecoverymn.com/ 
 

RISE UP Recovery is a Recovery Community 
Organization serving Hastings, Minnesota, Dakota 
County and surrounding areas. We currently provide 
Peer Recovery Support Services, recovery housing, 
advocacy, and community education. We believe in 
and value all pathways to recovery. While our 
fundamental values are grounded in Christianity, we 
value each individual's journey of healing, change, 
and transformation. We have a "Recovery First" value 
system that places the utmost value and belief in each 
individual's ability to achieve and maintain long-term 
recovery. We know because we live it every day! 

http://www.splchastings.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85849404447
https://www.fmsc.org/
https://dartsconnects.org/transportation/
https://hastingsfamilyservice.org/
https://www.riseuprecoverymn.com/
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Ministries Beyond Hastings/Dakota County: 
(  ) Center for Changing Lives Frogtown/ Rondo, a 
ministry of Lutheran Social Services 

 

Thus far, $7.2m has been raised towards the $7.5m 
goal, and construction is underway and we hope to 
open the building for children and youth next spring/ 
summer. 
 

The facility will include: 
* 19 apartments for youth – (and their children) –who 
are experiencing instability and homelessness 
* classrooms, *an exercise room 
* a “hang out” lounge, *a laundry room 
* a “drop in” center for youth in crisis, including a 
shower, a clothing closet, a food pantry, etc. 
* a big, shared kitchen and eating area 
* LSS staff offices for: behavioral health, employment 
services, financial counseling and housing services.  

 

This center will truly be a beacon of hope in the 
Frogtown/Rondo neighborhood. We are so excited 
about it! 

 

(    ) Green Lake Lutheran Ministries –  
Water’s Edge Campaign 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l1eYy2uY_N4 

 

GLLM is entering Phase 2 of their Water’s Edge 
Campaign. Part of this $3.3-million-dollar campaign 
includes site updates that will be focused on 
enhancing both the camper experience and 
foundational infrastructure, ensuring our facilities are 
safe, accessible and primed for ministry impact. While 
not outwardly grand, these projects-including paving 
the Green Lake Bible Camp parking lot, upgrading 
camper bathhouses and summer camp lodge at 
Shores of St. Andrew Bible Camp, improving heating 
and cooling systems, preserving Camp House cabins, 
and renovating camper cabins and retreat rooms - are 
crucial to supporting our mission's longevity. 
 

Funds will also be used for organizational strategy 
planning, debt reduction, and rebranding. As part of 
Phase 1, the Village at Shores of St. Andrew was 
completely renovated including redesigning the 
Lodge’s floorplan to accommodate all levels of 
accessibility and make the Village a place of rest, 
growth, learning and spiritual rejuvenation. 
 

(    ) Shobi’s Table Food Truck Ministry 
https://shobistable.org/ 

 

Shobi’s Table is a Pay-As-You-Can Cafe on wheels 
that serves fresh, from-scratch, delicious and 
nutritious lunches to anyone and everyone who 
comes to our food truck.  They believe in community 
building centered around a table where EVERYONE 
has access to real, nutritious food – no matter what 

they can pay, whether it is 10 cents, $10, $100, or 
nothing at all – this table belongs to you. 
 

You can find Shobi’s Table for lunch Tuesday through 
Friday each week in Saint Paul, Minnesota at four 
locations.  
 Tuesdays at the Capitol – 105 University Avenue 

West (Christ on Capitol Hill parking lot) 
 Wednesdays at Rice and Larpenteur – 1657 Rice 

Street (MyThrift parking lot) 
 Thursdays in Frogtown – 499 Charles Street 

(Faith Lutheran parking lot) 
 Fridays in Midway – 400 Snelling Avenue North 

(Allianz soccer field parking lot) 
 

Shobi’s Table is a ministry of the St. Paul Area Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America. 
 

(    ) The Twin Cities Mobile Market  
https://www.thefoodgroupmn.org/groceries/twin-
cities-mobile-market/ 
 

The Mobile Market visits more than twenty 
neighborhood sites around St. Paul and Minneapolis 
who do not have access to full-service supermarkets, 
grocery stores, or food shelves and provides high 
quality groceries including fresh fruit, vegetables, 
meat, dairy, and grains. Shopping is easy, convenient, 
and open to everyone. The Mobile Market makes 
stops around the metro area each week. Each year 
they serve nearly 10,000 customers at sites around 
St. Paul and Minneapolis. 
 

 

Stewardship Bits 
 

Here we go into 2026 under the campaign 
theme, “Rooted in Gratitude, Growing in Faith”.  I can’t 
hold your attention with just that and I know it, but as 
Stewardship chair, I have seen the ‘time and talent” 
forms be returned as never before. Seventy-eight 
forms with often two people on the form have said 
what they would be ready to do if asked. 
 

I looked a little further into the campaign’s results and 
those who do the tabulating have told me that giving 
to the General Fund and to the Mortgage Fund are 
both up from last year! How great is that?  Our church 
mortgage has tumbled down to $1,530,000 from its 
start point of $2.7MM.  Praise God, for being “rooted 
in gratitude” people who see and feel God’s work in 
your respective lives.  Let’s all also lean into “growing 
our faith”, by taking part in adult education 
opportunities and the Sunday morning adult 
education class after worship. They are very 
enlightening. Thank you again, fellow members, for 
being on our productive journey together. 
 

Glenda Schnirring, Stewardship Chair 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l1eYy2uY_N4
https://shobistable.org/
https://www.thefoodgroupmn.org/groceries/twin-cities-mobile-market/
https://www.thefoodgroupmn.org/groceries/twin-cities-mobile-market/
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Lista Klocow 
 

Twenty-four Years of Service to  
St. Philip’s Lutheran Church! 

 

Lista Klocow began being St. 
Philips’ office manager 24 years 
ago. Coming through a temp 
agency in May of 2002, she 
moved on to staff status in six 
months.  Pastor Ed Frederick 
was the pastor. Other pastors 
Lista served with were Leslie 
Fox, David Wrightsman, and 
since 2015, Gregory Geier. 
Interim pastoral care during 
Lista’s time were Dana Peterson, Gordon Gathright, 
and Ralph Olsen. Her first fellow staff members were 
Noreen Swanson, Ruth Bloom, Lori Best, Ellen 
Diischer, Kathy Wolpers, Diane Keller, Barb Jorenby, 
Mary Ellen Fox, Sandi Hamman and Heidi Nelson.  
 

In 2006. Lista was given a two-month medical leave 
to address the onset of breast cancer. She recalls the 
strong support of the congregation, through visits on 
her porch, and many cards assuring her their prayers 
for a full recovery.  
 

When asked about an exciting time, Lista recalls the 
2012-13, building expansion. The drama of the St. 
Philip’s reaching that point in its growth included 
Lista’s everyday attention. The nuances of building on 
a site where nothing is cancelled and a school is in 
session, took prudent coordination. Lista served as 
the prime conduit between the Building 
Superintendent, the building co-chair, Steve Henrichs, 
and the entire staff. She recalls the heavy equipment 
lifting pieces of the parking lot outside her window and 
with emotion, witnessing the lifting of the cross on the 
building’s highest point.  
 

Lista has religiously supported every ministry team 
with last minute requests to help them thrive. The 
twenty SPLC Garage/Plant Sales were greatly aided 
by her “signage on request” presence during set-up 
week. Public events and internal meetings were 
scheduled by Lista with a fine eye for which room 
would serve the event best.  SPLC volunteers and 
staff will miss the excellence of Lista’s skills and care 
for the needs of everyone. 
 

It’s the congregation’s wish that Lista’s retirement will 
be a time of joy and good health. Its collective 
memories and the cultivation of friendship and good 
will that prevailed is the legacy she leaves.  
 

May God hold Lista in His almighty care. 
 

The Members of St. Philip’s Lutheran Church 

  Thank You Educators 
 
Are you an educator who works with the littles, bigs 
and in between? (Educator includes a variety of 
school roles). Whether you work in a public school, 
private school, day care, university, or our church, we 
would like to thank you! On February 1 and 8, please 
stop by the greeter desk at church for a bag of 
goodies. Your tireless efforts bring light to our 
communities and we are grateful! 
 

 

VBS Save the Date! 
 
You definitely want to get July 13-16 on your calendar 
now for our annual vacation bible school. This is such 
a wonderful event for children of our church and also 
the community of Hastings. The children and 
volunteers alike get so much out of the week. If you 
have any interest in helping with pre-planning, please 
reach out to Becky Kaphing. Otherwise stay tuned for 
more information including what this year’s awesome 
theme will be. 
 

 

Pot Luck and Valentine Craft Night 
 
Help us to share the love with our congregation! On 
Friday, February 13 from 5:30-7:30 pm we will be 
having a potluck and Valentine craft night. The goal of 
the event would be to create some fun projects to 
hand out on Sunday morning. Please note that our 
family events are for all families. If you have young 
children that might not be into crafting, we still 
encourage you to join us. (we can grab some toys and 
let littles play) These events are a great way to meet 
other young families in our church and make 
connections. Please sign up for the event on the 
children’s ministry board or email Becky. 
 

 

Summer Camp 
 
We have had some interest in attending 
Camp Wapo (Wapo Youth, for students 
in 4th-9th grades) this year. We currently 
have a small group planning to attend 
the week of July 26 - 31. Please note 
that there will be no St. Philip's staff attending camp. 
Camperships are available to help with the cost of 
tuition. If you are interested in this opportunity, scan 
the QR code to connect with other parents and receive 
the link for early registration (spots are limited). For 
more information about the camp, visit lakewapo.org.  
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Youth Ministries Update 
 
Middle School 
 

On January 11, fourteen Middle School students 
came together for an evening of games and fun! The 
kids had fun hanging out in the Youth Room with 
friends and playing a variety of games throughout the 
evening.  
 

The next Middle School event will be on Saturday, 
February 7 from 2-4 pm. Students will be making 
valentines and playing games. 
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High School 
 

On December 21, nine High School students attended 
our Christmas Party. It was a busy night with 
decorating cookies, a white elephant gift exchange 
and games. On January 24, the group volunteered at 
Feed My Starving Children. Check the March 
newsletter for pictures! 
 

The next High School event will be on Sunday, 
February 22, from 7-9 pm. We will work our way 
through an escape room.  
 

A huge thank you to our volunteers for these activities: 
Jen Klos, Kathy Luedtke, and Dave Tank. As always, 
if you are interested in volunteering, please sign up on 
the bulletin board outside of the Youth Room. 
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Christmas Eve Service, Full of Beauty 
 
Just under 500 worshippers came to one of the two 
services on Christmas Eve. It was solemn with 
beauty, and joyful with Word and Song. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The bells provided many selections 
during the 3 pm service. 

Julia Ronning thrilled the 
congregation with “O Holy Night” 
and a final hymn with Sam at the 
piano. Individual candles and singing 

Silent Night is a close that 
unifies. 

Mary Ellen Fox and Brin 
Petersen did special music 
during the 5 pm service which 
was fully appreciated. 

Always capable and ready, Noreen Swanson 
leads the congregation through the service with 
solid organ support on the Christmas Carols. 

Unity offered prelude music at the 3 pm service 

Pastor Geier, holds the children’s attention with his 
words and a little present. 
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Keeping Connected 
 
Hello, St. Philip's! It's been about five or so years since 
we provided a 
story for the 
column and boy 
things have 
changed! Adam 
and I celebrated 
our 25th wedding 
anniversary this 
past summer 
and took a 
wonderful trip to 
London, Paris, 
Rome, and 
Venice. It was 
our first time traveling out of the country and we had a 
lot of fun. We both continue to work for the State of 
Minnesota - Adam as an IT Director for Minnesota 
State Colleges and Universities and Andi as a Policy 
and Administrative Rules Coordinator for the 
Department of Transportation. We joined CrossFit 
HSC a little over four years ago and have made a lot 
of new friends at the gym. We also both continue to 
enjoy mountain biking, traveling, spending time 
together, and supporting our kids as they grow and 
thrive. 
 
Ellie graduated from Winona State in the spring of 
2023 and worked as a Special Education 
Paraprofessional in the Wayzata School District for 
two years. They returned to Winona this past fall to 
pursue a second bachelor's degree in Therapeutic 
Recreation. They will graduate in the spring of 2027 
and are looking forward to moving back to the Twin 
Cities. Since graduating the first time, Ellie has 
enjoyed traveling all over the world. In the last couple 
of years they have been to Australia, New Zealand, 
hiking in the Swiss Alps, Iceland, Ecuador, and the 
Galapagos Islands, plus the East Coast to visit 
friends. They have met some wonderful friends 
traveling and are planning another trip to Kenya this 
summer with one of their travel buddies. 
 
Molly graduated from University of Minnesota - Duluth 
in the spring of 2024 with a degree in Political Science 
and is now in her second year of law school at Mitchell 
Hamline. Over the summer, she worked in the Chief 
Counsel's Office at the Department of Transportation 
and volunteered at a family law firm in Hastings, which 
she really enjoyed. She is now a Certified Student 
Attorney working at Dakota County in the prosecutor's 
office. She represents the county in court at the in-
custody bail hearings several days a week. We have 

learned a lot about the legal process from Molly lately! 
After graduating from Duluth, Molly joined the 
CrossFit gym with Adam and I and recently began 
teaching CrossFit Kids on Mondays and 
Wednesdays. 
 
Nathan graduated from high school in the spring of 
2025 and headed off to college at Minnesota State 
Mankato this past fall to pursue a degree in Musical 
Theater Performance. He had a fantastic first 
semester and was kept very busy performing in the 
musical, Oklahoma, working as a scare actor at a 
haunted house, choreographing for the university 
acapella group (like in the movie Pitch Perfect), and 
doing stage readings. He was also one of two 
freshmen cast in a winter production and will be 
performing in The Cherry Orchard in February. Last 
summer he worked as a camp counselor at Camp 
Spring Lake. He really enjoyed working with the kids - 
particularly doing high ropes camp. He's looking 
forward to working there again this summer. 
 
We wish you all a blessed 2026! 
 
Adam, Andi, Ellie, Molly and Nathan Barker 
 
 

 

Love 
One 

Another 
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ST. PHILIP’S STAFF 
Gregory Geier, Pastor 
   pastorgeier@splchastings.org 
Noreen Swanson, Organist 
   swansonhastings@centurylink.net 
LuAnn Roiger, Handbell Choir Director 
   lroiger58@gmail.com 
Meg Rein, Director of Contemporary Worship 
    meganr@splchastings.org 
John Diischer, Sound Board Technician 
   johnd@splchastings.org 
Becky Kaphing, Director of Children’s Ministries 
  beckyk@splchastings.org 
Lydia Cummings, Director of Youth Ministries 
  lydiac@splchastings.org 
Dawn Owen, Office Administrator 
  dawno@splchastings.org 
Becky Kaphing, Preschool Co-Director  
 preschool@splchastings.org 
Lorelei Rein, Preschool Co-Director  
  preschool@splchastings.org 
Rachel Moritz, Assistant Teacher 
  preschool@splchastings.org 
Kari Vortherms, Assistant Teacher 
  preschool@splchastings.org 

 

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
AND PRESCHOOL 

1401 West 15th Street, Hastings, Minnesota 
651-437-6541     www.splchastings.org 
 

 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday:  9:00 am – 4:30 pm 

Friday:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Sunday Worship Service: 
In Person and Livestream Worship at 9:30 am 

(Livestream link on www.splchastings.org,   
YouTube and Facebook) 

 

Lenten Worship Service: 
In Person and Livestream Worship 

Wednesdays starting  
February 18 thru March 25 at 7:00 pm 

 

Sunday Education Hour: 
Adult Forum at 10:40 am  

Sunday School at 10:40 am  
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